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All the more astonishing, then, i.mhe calmness of I'ill'ii reply to Harris of 5lK Dm'inber l?H6. In it lu: directed him lo do all in his power to keep ln^tUltrr the Orange parly, MI that it mi|,rlu"ncl with advanlaitt', liolh for ilmlr own country and for us, on some future day, if it should arrive." l-'or Ihe present, however, that party must " lit- hy," and avoid pushing things to an extremity which would commit both themselves and Knglnml.1
This cautious policy was perhaps In some measure duo to the King, wlm strongly opposed a forward policy in the Netherlands. Ills chief preoccupation in the years 1786, 1787, was the extravagance of the Prince of Wales and the rapidly hic'raisln^ expense of his own family, to which he refers in pathetic terms. The news of the activity of Sir James Harris at The Ila^ne "much affected " him; and when, on 71!) January 1787, Lord Carmarthen wrote to Windsor in order to surest a more energetic policy in the Netherlands, n sharp retort came, bidding Ihnt Minister rememlier "(he disgraceful conduct" of Knjjlmul In the late war, and asserting thuthe (George I II) refused to act as the Drrtiv-ctiH-xit' of KuropcV
1'Vom ihu lenour of ihr Kind's Idler to Pitt on Hth January we may infer thai Carmarthen had kept his overture lo Windsor secret; and Pitt, on hrarin^ of It from the Khttf, nuhi have, felt pitpied at his colh-atjue's acllon. Already they were on strained terms owintf In Pill having inMinle<l on ('armarlhen's C'ourt, despite lnriiH|»iNiUon, in order to present the envoy; and a chief who demanded so wlrict nn observance <>f cticjuctte was certain lo regent any private (Ultnnjtt of his l-'orelRn Minister to Influence the Kintj'« "pinions nn u far weightlerquestion. There Is nn ripalnfjetlc tone in Cnrinarthen'fl hitherto unpuhllshed letter of 8lh January to IMlt The first refer to hla ill health, and are omitted:
Mention, Jitn. Hh Mv IIKAU HIH,
I winl» lo lay htifcirr you itt eflttfiitnet my Irllrr Id tha Kin^ of yculcrtlny, mother with flin Mujt-siy's nniwrr nf iltin which I tun frcr to rdnfrria to you \\m ocrnnioHril inn ft dcgruct of uitrn'iiiH'SH. . . . You will, 1 tun nurr, do ma thr jiiHlifc to remark iltc mamirr in which I litivn tKiiinl my opinion lo Ihf King mid I huve nlwityN miu>rr»lond y<tur wrnliniu-iUH lu lip precisely llie inmts in
1 " Mntfiinnrft I1,," ii, JJl-S.
» /fiitf., itfif, J6H; "I.cetli Memctrfimln," 117.nville as to the rumour of 800 French troops sailing thither (" Droproore P.," ii, 280, 353). I'nlli f,-i «i| (h.llljjr,
